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The F.I.B.H Ferrule

by Bjarne Fries

Thisarticleisabout abamboo ferulel invented three years ago.
FIBH standsfor: FriesIntegrated Bamboo Hexaferule.

A short introduction:

| amarod builder living in Denmark, Europe. | have
been aprofessiona rod maker for about 20 years (difficult to
remember exactly when onegets50!).

During one of my visitsto Japan 3 yearsagoto visit
friendsand customers, | and my wifeHannewhereinvited by
my friend Kenshiro Shimazaki, who is hook designer for
Tiemco, writer of afantasticinnovativebook: “ A Fly Fishers
View”, anvery inventivefly tier, excellent flamenco guitarist
aswell asagreat guy, withabrainasquick and sharpasa
samurai blade. A few minutesafter arrival wewere standing
on the bal cony of hishouse, casting different rodsand dis-
cussing rod actions. “ The best catch | had from herewasa
cat,” hetold me.

L ater intheevening he had invited someother friends,
Mr. Nakazawaeditor of the Japanesefly fishing magazine
Furrai no Zashi and Mr. Nakamura, who is an elder rod
making colleague, building traditional Japaneserodsfor Ayo
fishing. Theserodsarevery long, 4-6 yards made of Japa-
nese bamboo as it grows, dried, tempered, cut to pieces,
varnished and so on.

Suddenly Kenleft theroom and came back with adelicaterod of about 7' 6",

“What do you think about thisBjarne?’

I looked, and beside the nicework, | suddenly noticed theferule. It was made of bamboo!

“Thisrod my friend Mr. Nakamuramadefor me”, Ken said. “Hewasvery impressed after he saw some of
therodsyou have built for me, and hewanted to try to built asplit canerod”.

I, onthe other hand wasimpressed by thework of Mr. Nakamura, especialy when considering thiswasone
of hisfirst rodsbuilt “the Western Way”, and | could sense the hand of aman, who new bamboo by heart.

Theferrulewasmade of ashort, thin piece of natural grown Japanese Bamboo, Matake, reamed out inthe
insdeto aholewith exact diameter. Then Mr. Nakamurahad rounded both parts of thethick end of thetip section
aswell asthethin part of the but section on alatheto the same diameter astheins de of the Matake tube and glued
the piece of Matake onthebut section asif it wasanickel silver ferrule! But, andthisiswherel failed yearsago,
when | did some experiment on the subject, thewholefemal e part wastightly wound with white silk thread and
varnished several times! Thiswas sufficient to hold the bamboo fiberstogether under the severe stressesthat are
put on theferuleswhen casting.

Asl learned later on, thiswasan old way to assembledifferent traditional fishing rodsin Japan, used for
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centuries!

“But how about friction and wear after awhile?’ | asked.

“No problem, just rub the mal e part with ordinary candle wax
fromtimeto time, when you feel thingsget heavy!” wasKen’'scam
reply.

Asweall know, bamboo isincredible strong and at thesametime
very fragile, thelater agpect we usewhen we split thecaneinto strips.

But the part, that was my eye opener were the supporting silk
wrappings. Their ability to support the natural binding of the power
fibersinthe caneand thus prevent themto split apart!

Later during the evening my brainwasworking withideas.

| instantly knew what | did not liketheinterruption of power fi-
bersinthedesign.

Every colleaguein the craft can follow me on this part, to cut
through power fibers, for me, islike cutting mysdlf.

So how about building aswell and than haveapieceof apardld
section?Drill ahole, reamit out and round themalein thelathetofit. ..
herewego again, cutting power fibers. | can’tdoit! Buttoavoidthis,
onewould have to make ahexagonal hole! Impossible, but wait...
removing theinner gpex of each sirip beforegluing and you end upwith
ahexagona holeafter gluing! But, why not do thison thelower end of
thetip section instead, the same ason synthetic rods, thiswould also
fed morepleasing aestheticaly.

FIBH-ferule.

Thedisadvantages:

Morework to therod builder!!

Theadvantages:

1. Low weight, about 1.5 grams!!!

Theweight of asmaller feruleisabout 5 grams. Thismeansa
weight reduction of 3.5 grams! No big dedl, youthink? 3.5 gramshalf-
way up arod meansahell of alot. Try to tape 3.5 gramsof lead wire
to your favorite rodsferule, make some casts and sense deeply, re-
movethelead and doit again. Youwill quickly get my point.

But we can just design the butt to move the extra 3.5 grams, Bjarne lands a big rainbow on
somewill say. o ~ his 3-piece 9'3" for #4. He says

OK, but thismeans more unnecessary material inthebuttwhich it is 3 wonderfull deep working
can be avoided by alighter ferule keeping thebut section aslightas g weighting only 106 grams.
possible, no dead weight hereMr.!

2. Youwill obtainaflexibleassembling of therod! It till will havea
stiffening effect compared to aone-piecerod, but it comesvery close!
Far better than anickel silver ferule.

3. Youwill never havetoworry about aligning the guidesof tip and but anymore.

4. Youwill never having twisting of tip and but to happen any more. (A proper fit of ferulesontrout rodswill
not givethisproblem, but on atwo handed salmon rod used for spey casting and thekind.).

5. Theunique, natura flow of energy fromgriptotip.

6. The aesthetical aspect. A flow of pure bamboo not interrupted by somemetal thing!

Next Issue...Building the FIBH
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