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| ‘?Fine Quali
Split-Bamboo
Flyrods made by a
Fly Fisherman for
Fly Fishermen

“Rod making
is my life’s
work.

l've built
bamboo flyrods
for over 25 years.
I work alone
and build each
rod personally
to the
requirements of
the customer.
Delivery on my
rods 1s slow,
but the

quality is

the very
lighest.
Satisfaction
with the
finished rod

is more
important

than a rushed

delivery date
or quick
delivery of a
stocked model.”

. H. Howetrs

For more information, write:

G.H. Howells Rod Co.

655 33rd St., Richmond, CA 94804
or phone: (415) 233-0960

NEW LIFE FOR OLD BAMBOO—II

DAVE ENGERBRETSON
FFM Rocky Mountain Field Editor

[In the preceding issue, Dave covered the
replacement and repair of worn rod fittings
and the removal of sets from bamboo rods.
The final steps are rod wrapping and fin-
ishing, which are the basis for this second
half of his series. THE EDITORS.]

NOW THAT YOU'VE STRAIGHTENED
your old rod, fixed or replaced
the reel seat and grip, and have re-
moved the old finish, you're ready for
varnishing and guide wrapping,.

The final finishing should be done
in a dust-free area such as the bath-
room of your house. The air should

be dry, though, so have your family
skip their showers the night you plan
to do the work.

A variety of finishes can be applied
to the rod. Marine spar varnish can
be applied in three or four thin coats
and is a standard bamboo-rod finish.
The can of varnish should be warmed
in a pan of hot water because warm
varnish is less viscous and will flow
more smoothly onto the rod. The var-
nish can be applied with a soft brush,
but I prefer to use my fingers. Place a
large drop of warm varnish on the tip
of your finger, and simply rub it into

The varnishing of guide wrappings is usually the last step in the reconditioning of an
old cane rod. Instead of using his finger to apply the varnish, Dave prefers a fly-tier’s
- bodkin for a neater job. Photos by Dave Engerbretson.
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strokes, adding more varnish as nec-
essary. When the section is com-
pletely covered, make a final wipe of
your finger down the entire length of
each side to smooth everything out.

While I have had only limited ex-
perience with it, | have had excellent
results with a single coat of Gude-
brod’s new Hard 'n Fast epoxy finish.
The material is applied with a brush,
and after it is thoroughly dry, I rub it
down with 600-grade paper used wet.
This can be followed by a rubbing
with rottenstone and water. The fin-
ish is extremely hard and should be
very durable,

The finish I usually prefer is Birch-
wood Casey True-Qil gunstock finish
applied with my fingers. It dries very
quickly, which helps to avoid dust,
and it is ready to rub down in about
two hours. | apply four coats of the
True-Oil, following each with a light
rubbing with a very fine rubbing
compound and water, which results
in a semi-gloss finish. | use a rubbing
compound made for model planes,
but the automotive type should work
as well if it is extra fine. Care must be
taken to rub very gently and use
plenty of water in order not to re-
move the finish from the edges of the
rod. Be certain that the rod is thor-
oughly washed and dried following
each rubbing so all of the compound
is removed. If a high gloss is desired,
omit the rubbing after the final coat.

Winding the Guides

Some rod builders prefer to wind
on the guides before applying the fin-
ish to the rod. They then varnish the
rod and the windings at the same
time. This is a good method but can-
not be used with the True-Qil finish
since the substance does not work
well with the thread windings. Also,
since [ like to rub down the finish on

a rod, I do the rod before the guides
are wrapped and finish the wraps
separately with epoxy:.

Nylon thread in size A should be
used for rod winding. With a finer
thread, it is difficult to avoid leaving
slight gaps in the windings, and heav-
ier thread seems to look too coarse on
a fine rod.

Before winding the guides, some
method of applying tension to the
thread must be devised. For those
who only occasionally do rod work,
the easiest technique is to simply

Running winding thread through a
book to provide tension, which can be in-
creased by adding more books.

place the spool in an empty drinking
glass, and run the thread toward you
through the pages of a book. Tension
can be increased by placing a heavy
object on the book.

To produce a first-class job, the
tops of the guide feet should be
smoothly tapered with a fine file or
sharpening stone. When they have
been prepared, tape a guide into posi-
tion with masking tape over one of its
feet, making certain that the guide is
placed on the rod surface which lines
up with the reel position on the reel
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The best of everything in the Anglish speaking world.

Leonard @ Winston e Powell ® Hardy ® Fin-Nor ® Wheatley ® Sampo ¢
Hodgman e T .H.E. @ Veniard e Cortland ® Maxima ® Masterline ®
S/A e H. Howard ¢ Metz ® Matarelli

Exclusive Midwest distributor of Master Fly Tying Vises by German
Engineering. No Hackie Fliss by Fene Harrup. Complete Sporting Library.
Private Casting & Fly Tying instruction by Jim Allen.

The Fisherman’s Fly
941 Chicago Ave., Evanston, IL 60202 (312) 328-2777
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GREGG LILLY
WESTERN TROUT FiSHING GUIDE

m
ALL SIZES

MEDiUM
7-71/8

X-LARGE
71/2-75/8

LARGE
71/4-73/8

$29.75 ppd.
FREE! 1977 BUD LILLY HAND-

of WESTERN TROUT
FISHING and
TACKLE CATALOG

The LILLY FAMILY offers infor-
mation on Famous Western Riu-
ers, Guides, Fly FishingInstruction,
Fine Tackle and Fly Tying Mater-
ials.

BOOK

LEATHER HAT C Size
FREE HANDBOOK O
l Name

' Address

BUD LILLY TROUT SHOP
| Box 698
est Yellowstone, Montana 59758
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Custom Rods
Y §.M.Pioso "

“the finest in handcrafted |
graphite and glass rods
obtainable”

for brochure: |

5.M. PIOSO-CUSTOM TACKLE
324 West College Avenue
State College, Pennsylvania 16801
phone: (814)234-4284
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The Backpacker
Rods

A 4-.section rod with
enjoyable action.

6 models (fly, spin,
combination)

5'to 7, 1.8 t0 3.4 02.

Specialty
EXTRA
LIGHTWEIGHT

fishing rods
designed by
backpackers
for the specific
needs of the

backpacking Available in kits.
fisherman.

& TIMBERLING

Box 774 w

No. Main St.
No. Conway, N.H. 03860

Wrrte for free
brochure or
visit our shop.

We can outfit people for
any kind of fly fishing
anywhere!

Fly tying, casting and rod
building lessons.

Guided steelhead tours

POBS/‘J, ~
THORNAPPLE

\C/*

SHOP

thornappie viliage, ada, mich. 49301
616-676-0177

SPECIAL OFFER
FREE . . . Cortland 444 Line

LRH Lightweight or Princess.

HARDY REEL
only $59.95 ' '

each postpaid.
Specify DT or WF.

Satistaction guaranteed.

N.Y. Residents add tax.
offer ends March 31, 1977
CRAIG ASSOCIATES

with your choice Featherweight, |}

Dept. FF, Drawer C

Rochester, NY 146261 _J
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Old Bamboo . . .

seat. Cut off approximately six inches
of the winding thread and set it aside
for future use. The guide is then
wrapped as shown.

After the tops of the guide feet are filed
down, the wrap is started by carefully
winding the thread over itself and in the di-
rection of the guide foot; note the tape
holding the guide in place on one side while
the thread is being started. When the
thread has been wound partially up the
foot, a looped section of thread is inserted in
the wind, which will serve as a whip-fin-
isher when the wrap is completed. In the
third photograph, the wrapping job is fin-
ished; the thread has been put through the
loop, and the ends of the loop are pulled to
bring the wrapping thread back underneath
itself. At exactly the point illustrated in the
final photo, cut the wrapping thread close to
the last wind and pull the loop through
sharply. The end of the thread will become
trapped under the wind and the loop will
pull free.

P p—————— R

awr s Gt YW v e

FROM ENGLAND
Handmade split bamboo fly rods

Functional masterpieces created as
works of art. Standard models plus
custom designs including one by
Charles Ritz. Each rod individually
made by master craftsman-fly caster
Dennis Bailey to suit your personal
requirements.

Direct personal dealing.
For full details, please write {airmail) to:

Dennis Bailey, Principal

Coventry & Birmingham School of Casting
288 Allesiey 0id Road, Coventry CV5 8GH, England

FLY TYING MATERIALS

Complete selection of quality
materials all attractively packaged
for peg board display. Generous
guantities and satisfaction guar-
anteed. Wholesale only.

Tackie shops or commercial tyers write for
price list and discount schedule.

Wapsi Fly? Company?

104 E. Main Independence, Jowa 50644
[319] 334-2151

32 years in the material business

‘ 857" FLY FISHING T
W HEADQUARTERS

TYING & TACKLE CATALOG

MaterialseTools*Hooks*BoOOKS
FeatherseHaireFurseNecks
TailseChenilleseFlossesesTinsels
Threads
Packaged & Bulk Retail & Wholesale

| ROD BUILDING BLANKS & SUPPLIES
GRAPHITE & FIBERGLASS BLANKS
FENWICKeSCIENTIFIC ANGLERS<HARDY
Buck Knives Cortland Pro Shop
PENDLETON & JOHNSON SPORTSWEAR

RANGELEY

REGION SPORT SHOP
BOX 850 RANGELEY, MAINE 04970

COMPLETE

MATCHED OUTEIT

LESS THAN
$127.50

Itemns may be purchased separately

Write for
WHOLESALE PRICE LIST

VICTOR IMPORTING
5116 SKYLINE DRIVE
SYRACUSE, NY 13215
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TROUT UNLIMITED
Ken Lockwood Chapter
P.O. Box 14

Cailifon, N.J. 07830

Brown Trout Rising to May Fly
Superb silk screen on finest quality
paper 10" x 13", matted, ready for
framing. Postpaid in a protective
mailer.
Also, high quality 100% cotton T-shirts
and sweat shirts. $3.95 and $7.95. Silk
screened with the Rising Brown Trout
Post Paid - S-M-L-XL

Tax Deductible

| -
THE HATCH

QUALITY OUTFITTERS FOR
SPECIALTY FLY-TYING
MATERIALS AND TACKLE

Shad, Panfish, Bass,
Saltwater, Trout,
and Steelhead

Write for our Free Catalogue

P.0. Box 5624
Tucson, Arizona 85705

0J A1
TISHERAMAN

IF YOU TIE YOUR OWN
OR BUY ‘EM!
YOU NEED OUR
CATALOGUE
FREE! write now!

218 No Encinal Ave.
Ojai.Catif. 93023

At this point, most instructions will
tell you to give each winding a couple
of coats of color preserver to prevent
the varnish from changing the color
of the thread. However, | feel that the
use of color preserver should gener-
ally be avoided. The color preserver
works by preventing the varnish from
soaking into the thread, and this
makes it very difficult to obtfain a
tightly wrapped guide. I much prefer
to let the color darken a bit and have
a strongly wrapped guide. Of course,
if 1 am only replacing one or two
guides, and trying to match existing
wraps, [ will use the color preserver if
it was used on the remainder of the
rod.

Finishing the Windings

As with the rod itself, several mate-
rials can be used to finish the guide
windings. Marine spar varnish works
well, as do several of the new two-
part epoxy finishes— such as Gude-
brod’s Hard 'n Fast and one called
Crystal Coat, sold by Dale Clemens.

A soft camel’s hair brush can be
used to apply the finish to the wind-
ings, but unless extreme care is used,
a brush tends to create air bubbles in
the finish. A better trick, shown to
me by one of my students, is to apply
the finish with a fly-tier's bodkin or
dubbing needle. One can be made by
pushing a hat pin through a small
cork or by pushing a needle into the
end of a wooden match stick. Place a
drop of epoxy or varnish on the tip of
the needle and spread it evenly on the
windings, picking up additional
drops as needed. The technique gives
accurate control over the finish, it
prevents you from slopping over the
thread onto the rod, and does not
cause air bubbles.

To produce professional results, I
suggest adding several thin coats of

finish, allowing each to dry, until the .

See Your Orvis Catalog Come Alive}

Slivers Orvis Sho

* Finest Equipment and Materials for
the Serious Fly Fisherman and Fly
Tyer

® Custom Fly Orders

* Rod and Reel Repairs

* Guide Service

* Books * Gifts ® Old Decoys

¢ Antique Tackle

* Limited Edition Sporting Art Prints

® Custom and Collector Knives

¢ Quality Cane Rods Bought & Sold

44 MAIN ST. CLINTON, N.J. 08809
(201) 735-5959

HERITAGCE ROD AND REEXEL
Purveyors of Antique Tackle
successors to
Classic Gun & Reel Co.

Antique Rods, Reels and
Sporting Books wanted . . . Single

Items or Entire Collections.
Send $1.00 for up-to-date listings.
Antigue and Collectible
Fishing Tackle—a good investment.

WE RESEARCH
WHAT WE SELL

P.0. BOX 1035
LIVINGSTON,

MONTANA 59047

i Catalog

128 fully illus-
trated pages fea-
turing hunting,
winter sports and
camping equip-
ment. QOutdoors
apparel and foot-

wear for men and women. Many items of our
own manufacture. Qur 64th year of provid-
ing dependable, high-grade sporting special-
ties. All guaranteed to be 100 percent
satisfactory or your money back.

last dries with a high gloss and the in-
- dividual threads can no longer be
fh&bgﬁgr seen.,

Source” The reconditioning job is now
completed.

page catalog

Complete line of fly tying materiais,
lure parts, rod blanks, mustad
hooks, jig heads, plastic worms.

REED TACKLE,

Box 1343
Fairfield, N.J. 07006

With but a few hours of your time,
you can add many years of life to a
forgotten old rod, which deserves
better than to merely gather dust in
some dark corner. And, perhaps best
of all, you may feel a touch of the
pride of workmanship experienced
by the original craftsmen who created
these classics in bamboo.

On the following page, we ve included a
listing of rod-component suppliers as an aid
fo readers. THE EDITORS.

"] Send Free Catalog
Name

Address

City

State Zip

Outdoor Sporting Specialties
L. L. Bean, Inc.

793 Main St., Freeport, Maine 04033
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