building fly rods that is at least 135
years old?
"Economics, pure and simple," says
Don Andersen, a sulphur operations
foreman at a gas plant near Rocky Mountain House, AB.
"Getting into making your own
graphite or glass rod blanks requires too
much big-money equipment; I thought
I could afford to make split-cane rods,"
Andersen explains.
Don was born in Calgary, "39 years

ozone.
Such a dream can and has become a
reality for some masters in glass or
graphite, but first you have to make the
name and reputation that will persuade
some big corporation to supply you with
blanks manufactured to your own
specifications. Even at that, the price is
prohibitive.
Cane largely gave way to glass in 1948
and graphite muscled on to the scene in
the mid-1970s. Now the manufacturers
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ago," he says, with a Jack Benny stare
that admits of no argument. He grew
up in Turner Valley and on the Sheep
River. He has been fly fishing since he
was 12, and remains grateful to several
anonymous gentlemen anglers of the old
school who took a kid in tow.
Andersen served an apprenticeship in
the ordinary rod-building arts: buying
glass or graphite blanks and installing
the guides, handles and reel seats. "But
no matter how nice your windings and
reel seat work," Don says, "you always
wind up with a rod from a blank designed by some other guy and manufactured by some big corporation."
What Don Andersen wanted to do was
make his own blanks, adapted to his own
requirements and those of the people
for whom he would build rods. Yes, he
would use designs of the masters, but he
also always had the dream of designing
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are constantly experimenting with all
manner of space-age materials, boron
being the current rage. I started fly fishing with cane, but was weaned from it
by some of the good glass and graphites,
particularly when I found the heavy action of the big Number eight and
Number nine cane rods hurt my elbow
and shoulder.
But split cane persists, .many anglers
insisting it is superior to tr^e light fly rods,
those carrying Number four, five and six
lines. British craftsmen first moved into
canes imported from India (Calcutta
Cane) in 1850 to produce rod tips of
three- and four-strip construction. Butts
were still being fashioned of various
kinds of hardwood and the two sections
were lashed together laboriously with
twine, nickle ferrules being as yet unknown.
Back in the mid to late 1960s, when I
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