Hardy Bamboo Rod Manufacturing Dates

(These are approximate)

The numbermg system is arcane, but there is a system to it. After 1965, the '?" is substituted by a
letter representing the month in which the rod was made.
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So a rod made in March 1966 would be identified by the letters C/A, and one made in March 1986 as
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The rod number was usually stamped on the butt cap of all rods up to 1966;
thereafter it was hand-written in ink just above the handle. From that year on
a lettering system has been used to distinguish the year of manufacture. In
addition to the rod number, Palakona rods also displayed the Registration
Number 246936. Some of the early rods had Reg. 16.8.73 stamped on the
‘W’ reel fitting. This has nothing to do with the manufacturing date of the
rod. It refers to the registration date of the “Weeger’ winch fitting only.

Rods were not necessarily finished in numerical order and sometimes one
year’s numbers could overlap into the next. No records can be found prior to
March 1890 and some subsequent numbers cannot be traced.




