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Guides and Grips
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Sketch of Garrison at work by Robert Seaman,

[Appearing in this issue's Rod Rack are
two passages from A Master's Guide to
Building a Bamboo Rod by Everett Gar-
rison with Hoagy B. Carmichael, These
excerpts are from Chapter 13, and super-
stitious folk may tell you that this chapter
is appropriately numbered, for it deals
with such post rod-building matters as
the repair and replacement of broken or
damaged rods and rod components as
well as with the maintenance of rods, The
two sections below are also of value to
do-it-yourself owners of glass and graph-
ite rods, Dave Engerbretson’s review of
this book appears in this issue's Fly Fish-
erman’s Bookshelf. Dick FiNLAY,]

© 1977 by Martha's Glen Publishing Co,
Excerpted from A Master's Guide to Build-
ing a Bamboo Rod by permission of Stack-

pole Books, Box 1831, Harrisburg, Pa.
17105,

Replacing Bent
or Broken Guides

If somehow one of the guides on your
rod has broken off, is irreparably bent, of
is grooved by line wear, you have a dilem
ma on your hands. The question 3
whether to remove the varnish and JIH
the other guides, or to concern yoursel!
only with the broken one. If the Oﬁt'“_d'”
is the top guide your problems are 5;11'11-
plified by the fact that once you hgvf '}t_‘
placed it, you have only to revarnish t P
uppermost tip winding. But if you n‘m‘
that one of the intermediate guides ne¢®
replacing, and you don't want to rew1l.1-;
and revarnish the whole section, you W;d
need to follow another course. It shod .
be understood that the following P™
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The first step 1 Fi'_”"’" replacement is
0 ightly wrap Scotch tape close
gainst she last thread wrapping on
"- ‘

either side.

tape 18 tightly wrapped and sSnugup against
the last turn of the old silk. Now dab
, varnish remover on the old wind-
-ingS and on the varnish bet'.i—ueen the two
.oces of tape. [f the tape is put on the
od correctly, 1t will protect the coating
ish underneath it. When the sur-
eaned with denatured alcohol,
you can mount a new guide between the
wraps of tape. In doing this, try to make
your last silk wrap as close to the edge of
the tape as possible. Brush on a protec-
tive coat of varnish or shellac, whichever
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After the guide has been replaced and
rewrapped between the tape wrap-
pings, brush on a protective coat of
varnish or shellac,

will eventually give you a winding that
matches the others, and then hang it to
If the winding you are rewrapping and
mﬁmtly revarnishing is either of
those next to the ferrules, you can dip
sh the new silk wraps. But if, as 1
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‘-\ﬂﬂllﬂy (he Case, the guide (hat needed re-
mn’pp:lnﬂ Wwas somewhere in the middle of
the 1o nOC Lo, you will have to birush the
NEW coallng of varnish on the silk wraps
and 1ye shorl sectlon of the rod, Brush
on four coats In between the two tirns of
tape dF you are working with a butt sec-
Hon, and only three coats If it was a tip

pudde that was replaced, |
Whl'l'l ll'll' conls of V-ll‘lli‘i,l have dried

L.'l)l'nlih_'l(']y, ||||wi“(| f}u' [Wo pleces of IHPE
dl\l.l ln.‘qwrl Lhe Inlersection of the new

and old varnish, You may have a small
ridge or depression at this spot. [f it is
your cuslom lo wipe the glossy Hr?pciﬂr-
ance of the varnish down with pumice
and oil, you will be able to satisfactorily
smooth over the unsightly ridge. Rub the
area lightly with 6/0 steel wool until you
have removed as much of the varnish line
as vou dare, Then complete the job by
rubbing down the entire section that was
repaired with pumice and oil. This meth-
od can also be used if one of the silk
wrappings has become frayed and begins
to unwind. If that is the case, it is best
to unwind both of the wraps on either
foot of the guide and proceed as outlined

above.

Cleaning and Repairing
the Cork Grip

With use, any cork grip will become
worn and dirty, With proper care, you
can make the grip of your rod last almost
as long as the bamboo itself. If you use
one rod consistently, and fish a lot, you
may wear irreparable depressions, or even
holes, in the grip, and you will then have
to remove the reel seat and the old cork
and rebuild them,

Foclean g sotled grip, hold under wa
ap water and rub with a genero
“monnt of an abrasive cleanser [
( anet o) AI.IH m“h vour ﬁu‘qt‘!.'-. A
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A your grip has darkened considers l.
from dirt and the oils from your hand an&
needs a pood cleaning, you should ypet &

bottle of Clorox and a can ol an abras! e
cleanser like Ajax or Comet, Run the |
water until iy {g rather warm, and s0¢

the cork, Then rub a goodly amount J
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to dry, tap the butt cap s€
an effort to shake out any €xct

from under its hood.
Most cork skeleton reel seats sooner or

later become disfigured by the seating of
the reel tang and the gripping pressure of
the reel band. These ridges and depres-
sions can be removed with the aid of an
ordinary steam kettle. Heat the kettle
until the water is boiling and the spout has

.

If the ring of a skeleton grip or the
tangs of the reel seat have caused de-
gr-'e.ssftntis in the cork, these disfigura-
tions may be raised by rotating the
bruised cork over a jet of steam. I

a good head of steam, Rotate the bruised
cprk over the jet of steam until the depres-
sions rise back into their normal rounded
sbape. When you are satisfied that th
rings are restored, wipe off the cork ans
onﬁe again hang the rod to dry
\Pyour grip, or reel seat, has |
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